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ol Performance Assessment Activity 7 4

Use with Chapter 7 —

The Art of Compromise

EIBACKGROUND

Representatives to the Constitutional Convention faced a difficult task. The
country needed an effective central government. Delegates from states with
smaller populations feared that states with larger populations might dominate
a strong national government. The Framers of the Constitution had to create a
government that did not overlook the interests of smaller states. A committee
of delegates proposed the Great Compromise. Congress would have two
houses. Each state would have equal representation in one of the houses.
Population would determine the number of representatives in the other house.

TASK

You are a member of the committee that drafted the Great Compromise. The
committee has asked you to address the convention. Your task is to write and
present a speech explaining your proposal.

 AUDIENCE
“Delegates to the Constitutional Convention” are your audience. Students,
teachers, and other invited guests should act as these delegates.




